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Welcome!

On behalf of Friends of the Kern County Animal Shelters Foundation, welcome to our organization! We realize that choosing to volunteer your time is a great and generous gift ~~ one truly valued by our group. We hope you will find your time with Friends to be a rich and rewarding experience. 

This piece is designed to go over basic information and provide some general guidelines regarding your volunteer experience. Should you have any questions while reviewing this information or at any time during your volunteer experience please do not hesitate to ask. 

Again, welcome. 
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Mission

Friends works to reduce animal overpopulation and improve the conditions in our local shelters by engaging the community in advocating for companion animals through fund raising and volunteerism. 
What Friends Does

Friends of the Kern County Animal Shelters Foundations (or “Friends”) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Friends works to secure funds through hosting events and fundraisers to assist with the needs of homeless companion animals in Kern County. Through our efforts, Friends helps provide funding for specific programs or necessities for our County shelter system. Friends also works with other animal welfare nonprofit organizations in Kern County, providing funding or collaborative assistance.

All of our efforts work towards the ultimate goal of reducing the number of homeless pets in Kern County. 

Recent examples of Friends’ efforts includes:

· Securing funds for the purchase of a hot water heater for the Kern County Animal Shelter on Mt. Vernon Avenue in Bakersfield.

· Providing volunteers to host off-site pet adoptions at Petco in Bakersfield in conjunction with Kern County Animal Services.

· Donating funds to subsidize spay/neuter vouchers for Kern County Animal Services.

· Hosting fundraisers to facilitate the creation of the first-ever exercise yard for dogs at the Lake Isabella shelter.

· Collaborating as part of the Feral Cat Symposium, including awarding spay/neuter vouchers for feral cats.

· Issuing spay/neuter vouchers to the public to help reduce the cost of surgery.

[image: image3.jpg]



Ways Volunteers can Help Friends

Here are some of the ways volunteers can assist Friends with their mission:

· Help to prepare and/or staff booths at fundraisers and events.

· Help to stuff envelopes or address mailers for events and fundraising/membership drives.

· Help request donations of goods or sponsorships for events and fundraisers from local businesses.

· Take photographs of events for use on our website or newsletters.

· Help create/maintain documents used to educate people about responsible ownership.

· Help coordinate drives for supplies or food for needy pets.

· Help work with classroom or community groups by giving presentations on responsible pet ownership (once training is completed).

· Volunteers over the age of eighteen (18) can attend off-site training through Kern County Animal Services and can assist with off-site adoption events.

If you have skills that you believe can be beneficial to Friends that aren’t included in the above suggestion list, please list them on your volunteer application.

[image: image4.emf]
[image: image5.jpg]FRIENDS

of the
KERN COUNTY
ANIMAL SHELTERS

FOUNDATION





Volunteer Guidelines & Expectations

Please dress appropriately for the task or event in which you are participating. For example, if working an off-site event with dogs, it is advised that you wear closed-toed shoes to prevent injury.

If you have volunteered for a project or a shift at an event and find you cannot attend, please be sure to get in touch with someone from Friends to let us know. As an all-volunteer organization, we take commitments seriously and ask that you do the same so we can arrange for replacement staff, should they be necessary.

When acting as a representative of Friends at events or fundraisers, please refrain from criticizing other local rescue/animal welfare organizations or veterinary practices. Friends works hard to maintain positive, collaborative relationships with other agencies and wishes to reflect that in our public image.

There will be times when interacting with the public that you will come into contact with someone who expresses opinions that are directly opposed to your beliefs, especially when companion animals are involved. When acting as an agent of Friends it is expected that you remain polite and professional. If you are having a difficult time maintaining your composure, please excuse yourself and take a short walk away from the immediate area. 

If you are helping break down or clean up after an event, please try and pack the supplies, paperwork and/or sale items in their proper place. Doing so insures that the person gathering materials for the next function will have what they need, rather than find out they are missing something after arriving at an event site. If you are unsure of where something goes, please ask.

Remember that above everything else, Friends is here to help assist homeless companion animals waiting for their forever homes. Enjoy the time you volunteer on behalf of Friends, for you are truly working to make a change in the lives of homeless pets.
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Volunteer Application

	Contact Information

	

	Name
	

	Street Address
	

	City ST ZIP Code
	

	Home/Cell Phone
	

	Work Phone
	

	E-Mail Address
	


	Pets

	Do you have pets? If so, how many and what type?

	

	___Dogs
	______________________________________________________________________

	___Cats
	______________________________________________________________________

	___Other
	______________________________________________________________________


	Interests

	Tell us in which areas you are interested in volunteering

	
	

	___ Fundraising Events
	

	___ Community Outreach
	

	___ Event Coordination
	

	___ Event Promotion
	

	___ Grant Writing
	

	___ Off-Site Adoption (requires completing KCAS volunteer training) 
	

	___ Other (please describe)
	

	___________________________________________________________________________________
	

	___________________________________________________________________________________

	


	Special Skills or Qualifications 

	Summarize special skills and qualifications you have acquired from employment, previous volunteer work, or through other activities, including hobbies or sports.

	

	


	Previous Volunteer Experience 

	Summarize your previous volunteer experience.

	

	


	Person to Notify in Case of Emergency

	

	Name
	

	Street Address
	

	City ST ZIP Code
	

	Home Phone
	

	Work Phone
	

	E-Mail Address
	


	Agreement and Signature

	By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal.

	

	Name (printed)
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


	FKCASF Policy

	It is the policy of Friends of the Kern County Animal Shelters Foundation to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability.

Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with Friends.
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